COLORADO UNITED STATES SPECIALTY SPORTS ASSOCIATION

FAST PITCH SOFTBALL CODE


COLORADO USSSA

[image: image1.png]¢




FAST PITCH SOFTBALL 

STATE CODE

2002

ARTICLE I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

1.01 NAME

(a) The name of the association will be Colorado USSSA Fast Pitch, sometimes referred to as COUSSSA.

1.02 ORGANIZATION

(b) The association will include all of the State of Colorado.

1.03 OBJECTIVES

(a) The objectives of COUSSSA will be to promote amateur softball for all persons, to establish uniform rules and regulations, to conduct annual championship tournaments and through clinics and seminars, educate and train in the application of the rules and proper skills of the sport.

1.04 GENERAL

(a) COUSSSA will be governed by the following:

(1) Official USSSA Fast Pitch Rules and National By-laws.

(2) Classification Procedures will govern the classification of teams and players.

(3) COUSSSA Youth Scholarship Procedures will govern the selection and awarding of the all COUSSSA Youth Scholarships.

(4) COLORADO USSSA SPORTS HALL of FAME will govern selection of individuals for induction into the COLORADO USSSA SPORTS HALL of FAME.

(5) Umpire Procedure will govern the umpire program in the State of Colorado including the nomination and selection of umpires for post-season play.

1.05 AMENDMENTS 

(a) Proposed amendments to the Code must be submitted in writing, signed by one (1) member of the Executive Board, and a copy of the proposed amendment sent to the Fast Pitch State Director at least forty-five (45) days prior to the next meeting of the Executive Board at which the amendment is to be considered: provided, however, that the forgoing time limitation will apply to changes required to conform to the National Fast Pitch Rules and By-laws.

(b) The State Director will then prepare and mail to each member of the Executive Board all properly submitted proposed amendments at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting at which the proposed amendment is to be considered.

(c) Two-thirds (2/3) approval of the Executive Board in attendance at the meeting in which a proposed amendment is presented will be required for adoption of the amendment.

(d) Proposed changes to the Code may be submitted by the Chairman of a Standing Committee, provided such proposals are in writing and receive majority approval of the members of that committee voting on such proposals.

(e) A change may be made to any proposed amendment by a standing committee prior to the vote of the association, providing the change is approved by the person submitting the amendment, and is read to the Executive Board prior to the vote.

(f) All motions for changes to the State Code must be presented and discussed in respective committee prior to being presented for consideration by the Executive Board.

(g) An amendment approved by the Executive Board will be effective immediately unless otherwise specified by the amendment.

1.06 ELIGIBILITY

(a) In order to participate in the COUSSSA program, a person must meet all eligibility requirements of the COUSSSA / USSSA Code.

(b) A player may participate on only one (1) team within each recognized division during the regular season.  Participation in sanctioned invitational tournaments and championship play will be in accordance with COUSSSA and USSSA National By-laws as appropriate.

(c) Only registered teams, players, and/or umpires may participate in COUSSSA/USSSA sanctioned events.

1.07 INDEBTEDNESS

(a) Any member and/or team indebted to USSSA, COUSSSA, or any USSSA sanctioned tournament/event host or activity may be subject to suspension for a period of as determined by the Executive Board.
(b) Any member, team, and/or sponsor issuing a bad check to USSSA, COUSSSA, or any USSSA sanctioned tournament/event host or activity may be subject to suspension for a period of as determined by the Executive Board.
(c) Any member, team, and/or sponsor that “stops payment” that is legally due to USSSA, COUSSSA, or any USSSA sanctioned tournament/event host or activity may be subject to suspension for a period of as determined by the Executive Board.
(d) Penalty assessments may be made in accordance with Colorado Civil Code 13-21-109 which states that an individual may be held liable for three (3) times the amount of the check but not more than one-hundred dollars ($100.00) plus interest and cost of collection.
(e) A team and/or individual in violation of this Article will be suspended pending the outcome of a hearing or satisfactory resolution.
1.08 VIOLATIONS

(a) A team, team member, or umpire will be subject to immediate suspension for violations of the USSSA/COUSSSA Code.

(b) The person or persons so suspended will be entitled to a hearing under the COUSSSA Code.  Such person(s) may not participate in any USSSA/COUSSSA activities pending such hearing.
ARTICLE II

MEMBERSHIP

2.01 TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP

(a) Sanctioned Leagues

(1) Any person who directs a local league of six (6) or more USSSA sanctioned teams.

(2) League directors will have one (1) vote at the annual meeting.

(b) Competing Teams

(1) Team coach of a USSSA sanctioned team.

(2) The team coach or an authorized representative will have one (1) vote at the annual meeting.

(c) Competing Members

(1) All players of a USSSA sanctioned team are members of COUSSSA.

(2) These members do not have a vote at the annual meeting

(d) Non-competing Members

(1) Any individual or organization that is interested in the activities of COUSSSA and who pays annual dues of $10.00

(2) These members do not have a vote at the annual meeting

(e) Registered Umpires

(1) Umpires 18 years or older will have one (1) vote at the annual meeting

(f) COUSSSA Officers

(1) Officers will have one (1) vote at the annual meeting

(g) Life Members

(1) Any individual selected by the Executive Board for outstanding service to the association shall receive a Life Membership

(2) These members will one (1) vote at the annual meeting.

(h) Tournament Directors

(1) All tournament directors of COUSSSA sanctioned tournaments are members and eligible to vote at the annual meeting.

2.02 DUES

(a) Team and umpire dues will be established annually, by the Executive Board and announced at the Annual State Meeting.

(b) Distribution of team dues will be as follows:

(1) Five dollars ($5.00) is earmarked for USSSA National team fee.

(2) Five dollars ($5.00) is earmarked for the general fund of COUSSSA

(c) Distribution of umpires dues will be as follows:

(1) Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) will be earmarked for USSSA National umpire fee

(2) Five dollars ($5.00) will be earmarked for umpire general fund

(3) Ten dollars ($10.00) will be earmarked for the umpire travel fund

ARTICLE III

OFFICERS

3.01 EXECUTIVE BOARD

(a) The board will consist of the Fast Pitch State Director, Assistant Fast Pitch Director, Area Directors, Coach Representative, and State UIC.

(b) This board will govern the activities of COUSSSA under the provisions of the USSSA Constitution COUSSSA Code.

(c) No person while currently holding any elected or appointed position with a competing softball association is eligible for office or to serve as an office of the association.

3.02 STATE DIRECTOR

(a) The USSSA National Fast Pitch Program Director appoints the Fast Pitch State Director.

(b) The State Director will serve until he/she resigns or is removed from office.

(c) His/Her duties will be as follows:

(1) Serve as ex-official member of all committees

(2) Be responsible for the enforcement of rules and regulations of USSSA and COUSSSA

(3) Sanction all USSSA softball tournaments in the State of Colorado

(4) Serve as Secretary / Treasurer of COUSSSA and collect all monies due to the association

(5) File a financial report annually with COUSSSA Executive committee.

(6) Support Area Directors and State UIC

3.03 ASSISTANT STATE DIRECTOR

(a) The State Director will appoint the assistant State Director.

(b) The Assistant State Director will serve until he/she resigns or is removed from office

(c) His/Her duties will be as follows:

(1) Support the State Director in whatever is needed to support the USSSA Fast program in Colorado.
3.04 AREA DIRECTORS

(a) The State Director will appoint all area Directors.

(b) Area Directors will serve until he/she resigns or is removed from office.

(c) His/Her duties will be as follows:

(1) Be responsible for the enforcement of rules and regulations of USSSA and COUSSSA in their area of responsibility.

3.05 STATE UMPIRE-IN-CHIEF

(a) The State Director will appoint the State Umpire-in-Chief.

(b) The State Umpire-in Chief will serve until he/she resigns or is removed from office.

(c) His/Her duties will be as follows:

(1) He/She will be in charge and represent all umpires in the State of Colorado.

(2) He/She shall carry out and enforce all the USSSA and COUSSSA Playing Rules and Regulations.

(3) He/She will initiate an extensive program of recruiting and training umpires.

(4) He/She shall appoint such individuals as may be required to assist in developing the COUSSSA umpire corp.

3.06 CLASS A PROGRAM COORDINATOR

(a) The State Director will appoint the Class A Coordinator.

(b) The Class A Coordinator will serve until he/she resigns or is removed from office.

(c) His/Her duties will be as follows:

(1) He/She will represent the Class A teams

(2) He/She will carry out and enforce all the USSSA and COUSSSA Playing Rules and Regulations.

(3) He/She will have the power to form a Class A committee to support the Class A program

3.07 CLASS B PROGRAM COORDINATOR

(a) The State Director will appoint the Class B Coordinator.

(b) The Class B Coordinator will serve until he/she resigns or is removed from office.

(c) His/Her duties will be as follows:

(1) He/She will represent the Class B teams.

(2) He/She will carry out and enforce all the USSSA and COUSSSA Playing Rules and Regulations.

(3) He/She will have the power to form a Class B committee to support the Class B program.

3.08 CLASS C PROGRAM COORDINATOR

(a) The State Director will appoint the Class C Coordinator.

(d) The Class C Coordinator will serve until he/she resigns or is removed from office. 

(e) His/Her duties will be as follows:

(1) He/She will represent the Class C teams.

(2) He/She will carry out and enforce all the USSSA and COUSSSA Playing Rules and Regulations.

(3) He/She will have the power to form a Class C committee to support the Class C program.

3.09 REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

(a) The State Director can remove an appointed official from office for just cause.

ARTICLE IV

COMMITTEES

4.01 STANDING COMMITTEES

(a) CLASSIFICATION COMMITTEE

(1) The committee shall consist of nine (9) members of COUSSSA.   Five (5) standing members and 4 (four) alternates.

(a) If a standing member is unable to attend a classification meeting, then it is the member’s responsibility to notify an alternate to attend in his/her place.

(2) The committee shall be nominated and voted on at the annual COUSSSA meeting.  The top (5) nominees shall fill the standing members and the next four (4) will fill the alternate positions.

(3) In the event the committee is not filled, the Executive committee has the right to appointment members

(4) Members of the Classification Committee must be Class B or Class C coaches.  NO Class A coaches may be members of the committee.

(5) The term for committee members will be one year. (NOTE:  For the purpose of continuity the top 3 nominees in 2001 will have a two year term.

(6) The committee will select a chairperson and vice-chairperson from the standing members by whatever process they agree upon.

(7) The chairperson will be responsible for scheduling and presiding over meetings.

(8) The vice chairperson will assume the duties of the chairperson if the chairperson is unable to attend a meeting.

(9) If a standing member continually misses committee members than the Executive Board will replace the member with an alternate member.

(b) CLASS A COMMITTEE

(1) The Class A Program Coordinator shall chair the Class A Committee

(2) The committee shall be made up of Class A coaches

(3) The Class A Program Coordinator shall name a vice chairperson

(4) The vice chairperson will assume the duties of the chairperson if the chairperson is unable to attend a meeting.

(c) CLASS B COMMITTEE

(1) The Class B Program Coordinator shall chair the Class A Committee

(2) The committee shall be made up of Class B coaches

(3) The Class B Program Coordinator shall name a vice chairperson.

(4) The vice chairperson will assume the duties of the chairperson if the chairperson is unable to attend a meeting.

(d) CLASS C COMMITTEE

(1) The Class B Program Coordinator shall chair the Class A Committee

(2) The committee shall be made up of Class B coaches

(3) The Class B Program Coordinator shall name a vice chairperson.
(4) The vice chairperson will assume the duties of the chairperson if the chairperson is unable to attend a meeting.
ARTICLE V

MEETINGS

5.01 ANNUAL

(a) The annual meeting will be held on the last Saturday of October at a site to be determined by the Executive Board.

(b) Each voting member will receive a notice in the mail by October 1.
(c) The Annual Meeting is open to all members in good standing as defined in Article II of the COUSSSA Code.
(d) Members that meet the membership requirements as defined in Article II of the COUSSSA Code will be allowed to vote.
(e) No proxies are permitted.

5.02 EXECUTIVE BOARD

(a) The Executive Board will meet on a set schedule determined by the Executive Board
(b) A quorum at a meeting shall consist of those members present.  Any motion presented before the board shall be carried by a majority vote
5.03 COMMITTEES

(a) Classification Committee

(1) The Classification committee will meet annually on the last Sunday of August to deal with any team and/or player declassification requests

(2) The classification committee will meet as needed after the annual committee meeting.

(b) Class A Committee

(1) The Class A Committee will meet as needed

(c) Class B Committee

(1) The Class B Committee will meet as needed

(d) Class C Committee

(1) The Class C committee will meet as needed

ARTICLE VI

PLAYING RULES

6.01 JEWELRY

(e) Exposed jewelry such as wrist watches, bracelets of any material, earrings of any kind, neck chains, and finger rings will not be worn of the field during a game by any player including player coaches.    Note: Players must remove jewelry when asked to do so by an official.  Failure to do so will result in removal from the game but may reenter, under the reentry rule, when violations have been corrected.

(f) Medical Alert bracelets or necklaces are not considered jewelry; bit if worn must be taped to the body.

6.02 ON DECK BATTER

(a) The On Deck Batter will take a position in the On Deck Batter’s Box

opposite of the current batter

ARTICLE VII

LEAGUE AND NON-CHAMPIONSHIP INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT PLAY

7.01 GOVERNING AUTHORITY

(a) Local municipal, county, district, and/or associations that sanction their league with Colorado USSSA Fast Pitch shall be the sole governing body of their league programs.

(b) Local leagues are encouraged to classify teams and players based on COUSSSA guidelines.

(c) Local leagues may make decisions as necessary for the successful operations of their respective league.

(d) Players may play in more than one (1) division of play in local leagues if so permitted by league rules.

7.02 INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENTS

(a) Sanction fees shall be set by the Executive Board and announced at the Annual State Meeting to be effective January 1st of the following year.

(b) Individual tournaments must be conducted under the provisions of Article V of the USSSA Fast Pitch Softball National By-Laws.

(c) Participation in sanctioned invitational tournament play shall be in accordance with USSSA Fast Pitch Softball National By-Laws.

7.03 SANCTION FEE

(a) The tournament sanction fee is One Hundred Twenty-Five dollars ($125.00) per tournament.

(b) The distribution of the sanction fee is as follows:

(1) Seventy-five dollars ($75.00) is a USSSA National sanction fee

(2) Fifty dollars ($50.00) is a Colorado USSSA sanction fee

7.04 CONFLICTS OF SCHEDULE

(a) No invitational tournament will be conducted that conflicts with State Championship play in the same Division and Class

7.05 PROMOTIONAL REQUIREMENTS

(a) All entry registrations and publicity shall include in the statement:

(1) “Sanctioned by the United States Specialty Sports Association” or

(2) “Sanctioned by USSSA”

(b) No invitational tournament shall be advertised/publicized as a USSSA sanctioned tournament without prior written approval of the State Director.  Violations may result in Executive Board action.

(c) Violations of trademark rights may result in legal action.

7.06 INVITATIONAL TOURNAMENT SANCTIONS

(a) Tournaments may be sanctioned by COUSSSA, as approved by the State Fast Pitch Director.

(b) A sanction fee, established by the Executive Board, shall be forwarded to the State USSSA Office along with the official COUSSSA invitational Tournament Sanction Request Form.

(c) COUSSSA reserves the right to deny sanctions for any tournament that conflicts with an established tournament of the same division, class, and skill level.

(d) Invitational tournaments host facilities must meet minimum USSSA and COUSSSA playing safety procedures.

(e) The invitational Tournament Sanction Request Form must be forwarded to the State Fast Pitch Director with all appropriate signatures.

(f) Notice of acceptance or rejection shall be provided to the requestor within five (5) working days of receipt of the completed request and fee.

(g) State Championship Berths shall be awarded to the top 25% of the teams participating in the tournament.

(h) World Series Berths shall be allocated to invitational tournaments based on the availability of World Series berths from the USSS National Fast Pitch Committee

7.07 ISTS USSSA ON-LINE SYSTEM

(a) Tournament hosts MUST enter their tournament into the ISTS On-line tournament system.

(b) Tournament hosts MUST use the ISTS On-line tournament system to enter teams into tournaments

7.08 TOURNAMENT REPORT

(a) Upon completion of an invitational tournament the tournament host must report the final standing of the tournament by:

(1) Using COUSSSA Invitational Report forms or

(2) Using the ISTS On-line tournament report system.

(b) Tournament reports must be entered or received within 3 working days of the finish of the tournament.

(c) All team registration fees collected must be forwarded to COUSSA State office.

(d) Failure to meet the above reporting requirements may result in Executive Board action
7.09
AWARDS

(a) Cash prizes may now be awarded to adults and only to the team sponsor or manager.

(b) No awards will be made to Youth Fast Pitch players directly or indirectly exceeding the value of twenty dollars ($20.00), engraving excluded.  Note: Actual cash value is interpreted as the actual cash value of the award.

7.010 UMPIRES

(a) Only registered USSSA umpires, in good standing with COUSSSA, may be assigned to sanctioned USSSA tournaments.

7.011 TEAM REGISTRATION

(a) Before participating in any USSSA sanctioned event, teams must be registered with Colorado USSSA

(b) Teams must be prepared to present proof of USSSA membership, upon request, to the tournament director or any USSSA/COUSSSA official.  Teams registered with COUSSSA will be issued a current membership card and entered into the ISTS USSSA system.  Teams unable to provide proof of current year membership must register the team with the tournament director and pay current registration.

7.012 ROSTERS

(a) Team must participate with the same roster as used in regular season play, with the following exceptions:

(1) Teams may use a maximum of two (2) ‘Pick-up’ or ‘Guest’ players under the following circumstances:

(a) The team must obtain written permission from the ‘Pick-up’ or ‘Guest’ player’s coach before they can participate.

(b) Failure to get this permission may result in the team being disqualified and the player suspended.

(b) When a team qualifies for a State or World tournament the team roster will be frozen, whether a team accepts the berth or not.

(1) The team roster becomes frozen immediately at the qualifying event.  Players will be bound to this qualified team up to and including the team’s respective World tournament.

(2) A team may decline a World Tournament berth that is passed down.

(3) The team manager shall be allowed to add three (3) players to a qualified team’s roster as late as 72 hours prior to the start of a championship tournament.

(4) The frozen roster will not include any ‘Pick-up’ or ‘Guest’ players 

(c) A team manager may release up to three (3) players from his team’s qualified roster, all such releases must be made on or before July 1st.

(d) A team manager cannot replace a released player with an add-on.

(e) All players added to a qualified roster must meet the following requirements:

(1) Players must have played for a registered USSSA Fast Pitch team that competed in a sanctioned USSSA Fast Pitch tournament or league.

(2) Player’s cannot be on a roster of another qualified team’s roster

(3) Players who are added to a roster of a qualified team must not have played for a team of higher classification during the current season.

(4) All roster additions must be approved by the State Fast Pitch Director.

7.013 FAILIING TO SHOW

(a) Team paying any portion of the entry fee in a sanctioned USSSA tournament and fail to show but participate in another tournament of the same date(s) shall be subject to disqualification and/or suspension from further participation in all USSSA sanctioned events.

(b) Teams are still responsible for complete payment of entry fees.

ARTICLE VIII

CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT PROCEDURE

8.01 DIVISIONS

(a) All championship tournaments shall be conducted in accordance with the USSSA National By-laws and COUSSSA Codes

(b) COUSSSA may conduct Qualifying, National Qualifying, State, and World Series Championships play as offered by the COUSSSA in all divisions listed in the USSSA National By-laws.

8.02 REQUIREMENT TO HOST CHAMPIONSHIP PLAY

(a) The host and/or host organization must be in good standing with USSSA and COUSSSA

8.03 CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENT SITES & DATES

(a) Scheduled dates of State Championship tournaments will be set by the COUSSSA Executive Board

8.04 QUALIFYING TOURNAMENTS

(a) Qualifying tournaments may be conducted to determine advancement to State Championships.

8.05 REGISTRATION AND PARTICIPATION REQUIRMENTS

(a) Participation in championship tournaments will be in accordance with the USSSA Constitution, USSSA Fast Pitch Guidelines, and COUSSSA Code.

(1) Teams must be registered with USSSA

(2) Teams must of played in either a USSSA sanctioned league or at least in one (1) USSSA sanctioned tournament

(3) At large teams will entered only if the host facility can handle the extra teams

8.06 FEES AND DEADLINES

(a) The Executive Board shall establish tournament entry fee for all championship tournaments

(b) Each team that wishes to compete in any COUSSSA Championship Tournament must submit the tournament entry fee by June 15th
(c) Tournament entry fees will not be refunded after the tournament has been bracketed.

8.07 TOURNAMENT ENTRY FORMS

(a) Each team that wishes to compete in a COUSSSA Championship tournament must have the appropriate entry form and USSSA Youth Roster in the State Office by the deadline date set by the Executive Board.

8.08 ROSTERS

(a) A signed USSSA roster must be submitted before a team will be allowed to play in a USSSA championship tournament.

8.09 BIRTH VERIFICATION

(a) Youth coaches and/or managers must have with them, at all events, proof of age of all team members.  Copies of birth certificates, drivers license, or birth certificates will be required.

8.010 AWARDS

(a) Team Awards – First through Fourth place awards will be presented for all State Championship tournaments.

(b) Individual awards shall be awarded to each individual player whose name appears on the State Championship roster of the first and second place team.

8.011 SEEDING FOR STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS

(a) USSSA ISTS Power Ranking system will be used to seed all COUSSSA State Championship tournaments
(b) All teams will be seeded
8.012 PICKUP PLAYERS

(a) Invitational Tournaments - Pickup players must have a letter from their normal team signed by the coach giving them permission to play as a pickup player

(b) State Championships – Pickup players will not be allowed in State Championship play.  Players may only be added under the USSSA roster guidelines.
ARTICLE IX

CLASSIFICATION PRODECURE

9.01 REGISTRATION

(a) Teams may register through the State USSSA Office.

9.02 CLASSIFICATION

(a) Teams will be permitted to classify themselves for their first year as a registered USSSA team.

(b) Teams that meet any of the following classification criteria will automatically classified to the next higher level:

(1) Any team that has a USSSA Power Ranking of 1300 or higher

(2) Any team that wins back to back State Championships

(3) Any team that wins a USSSA World Series

9.03 DECLASSIFICATION

(a) Player declassification.

(1) Player must send a letter requesting declassification by April 1st..  NO player declassifications will be considered after April 1st.

(2) Players will be contacted by the Classification chairman within 2 weeks of request with regarding a classification hearing.

(b) Team declassification requests must be received by Colorado USSSA no later than August 15th.

(1) All team classification requests will be resolved at the annual classification meeting (Last Sunday of August).

(c) Coach declassification

(1) Coach must send a letter requesting declassification by April 1st.  NO coach declassifications will be considered after April 1st.

(2) Coach will be contacted by the Classification chairman within 2 weeks of request with regarding a classification hearing.

9.04 TEAM CLASSIFICATIONS

(a) Class ‘A’

(1) All teams that meet USSSA/COUSSSA criteria are eligible for this classification.

(2) Teams may compete outside the State of Colorado.

(3) Class ‘A’ team may NOT play in Class ‘B’ tournaments.

(b) Class ‘B’

(1) All teams that meet USSSA/COUSSSA criteria are eligible for this classification.

(2) Teams may compete outside the State of Colorado under the following guidelines:

(a) B team may travel to a contiguous State to participate in a USSSA invitational tournament.

(b) B team may travel to any state to participate in a USSSA NIT or National Qualifier.

(3) Roster may not contain any Class A players

(c) Class ‘C’

(1) All teams that meet USSSA/COUSSSA criteria are eligible for this classification.

(2) Teams may compete outside the State of Colorado under the following guidelines:

(a) B team may travel to a contiguous State to participate in a USSSA invitational tournament.

(3) Roster may not contain any Class A or B players

(d) League Teams

(1) League tams may contain players from any classification

9.05 PLAYER CLASSIFICATIONS

(a) Players on a team moved up a class will have their player classification adjusted to the same level as the team.

9.06 COACH CLASSIFICATIONS

(a) Coach of a team moved up a class will have their coach’s classification adjusted to the same level as the team.
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